INTERNATIONAL DYSLEXIA
ASSOCIATION-WI BRANCH

October-2024

BRING YOUR PASSION

We all have a passion for
Dyslexia. With that in mind,
we are always looking for new

members to join the board.
We meet every other month.
We would love to have your
passion to help us. We can
adapt to your interest level
and see what you do well to
help us. Please email any
board member for more
information.

Contact us:

Website: https://wi.dyslexiaida.org

Priscilla Gresens, President:
president.wi@dyslexiaida.org

Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2434

91134482212/?ref=share
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DYSLEXIA
Hello members: :

Happy October!

I am writing this after an impromptu movie at the Goodman Center in
Madison. It was impromptu on me, not them. IDAWI had a table as
they showed the movie Hopesville. There were several people there
who wanted to help the literacy crisis. We are really in one. If we can
get the word out about dyslexia, we can help so many children!

The next couple of months are going to be busy. Please take a look
at our Facebook page and/or website to see all the happenings.

Just like last year, we are have a Dyslexia Awareness Party &
Fundraiser scheduled for Saturday, October 5" at 1 pm at Oakstone
in Cottage Grove. We will have a silent auction, raffle, music, food
and lots of talking about dyslexia. On top of it all, it is a good place for
children and adults to socialize and have a common interest. This too
is free but the raffle and silent auction. Please feel free to stop in and
see what is going on and have a good time. It is open to the public

This is new this year and | am hoping for a big turn out! Please think
about joining us for our first 5K run/walk. Nutty for Dyslexia is
October 19" in Cottage Grove. This will be a great fundraiser and
way to get out there and get a walk in on a beautiful October morning.
Sign up soon so you can get your t-shirt. Please check out the
website at: Nutty For Dyslexia 5K (runsignup.com) | want to see
everyone there. Plus, we have a giant squirrel coming and who
wouldn’t want a picture with a squirrel.

Have a great Dyslexia Awareness Month!
Thanks,

Priscilla Gresens
President of the IDA-WI

Article to help

October is Dyslexia Awareness Month! Here is an article that
unravels the myths of dyslexia.

Unraveling dyslexia: Dispelling myths and understanding early
intervention - Teach. Learn. Grow. (nwea.org)

Until Every Child Can Read!
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Famous Dyslexics

There are many famous people with dyslexia. Here is one that | found interesting.

Priscilla Gresens

Okay. | am not famous, but | do have dyslexia. | decided for Dyslexia Awareness Month, the president of
IDAWI should talk about her experience. | was diagnosed with a reading comprehension and spelling learning
disability when | was in 7" grade. Yes, that is quite late in schooling to show that | can’t read. That is when |
finally got my IEP. However, like other dyslexics, | adapted my reading so it didn’t show in most testing. | was
not doing well in school, and | had been tested before. | was feeling frustrated and ready to give up on school.
Yes, again in 7" grade. | have a very awesome mom. She fought for me. | did learn to read. | learned to self-
advocate. Now that | am an adult, | understand the struggle these children feel. | am advocating for better
reading instruction. | will not stop helping children! It is my passion and | will not give up.

“Dyslexia is a superpower, kind like a radioactive spider bite. Not asked for but a major superpower none the
less!” ~Priscilla Gresens

Books By Dyslexics

Many people with dyslexia overcome their fears and challenges and write books. Here is one that is for
children.

The Library Dragon By Carmen Agra Deedy

Sunrise Elementary School had a BIG problem. Their new librarian was a real Dragon! When Miss Lotta
Scales read an ad for a thick-skinned librarian with a burning love of books, she knew she was perfect for the
job. After all, who could guard books better than a real dragon? Carmen Agra Deedy fled Cuba as a child
refugee in the 1960s and settled in a small town in Georgia with her family. As she learned to speak English,
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she struggled with reading. DRAGON

Books about Dyslexia
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The Knowledge Gap By Natalie Wexler

Natalie Wexler

Not really about dyslexia but about all reading issues. She was a fantastic speaker at the Reading League
Wisconsin Conference in 2024. It was only after years within the education reform movement that Natalie
Wexler stumbled across a hidden explanation for our country's frustrating lack of progress when it comes to
providing every child with a quality education.



